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PROGRAMMING LANGUAGE P4 FOR NETWORK DEVICES SDN

Current trends in information technology place increasing demands on the flexibility and
scalability of software-defined networks (SDN). These requirements contribute to the development
of SDN management protocols. This paper discusses the P4 language, which can be an alternative
to OpenFlow to describe packet processing in the switch.

Cy4acHi TeHJIeHIIli pO3BUTKY 1H(POPMALIMHUX TEXHOJOTIHA CTaBJISATh BCE OLIbIIII
BUMOTH JI0 THYYKOCTI Ta MAacIITa0OBaHOCTI MPOTPaMHO-KOH(MITypOBaHUX MEPEK
(SDN). [dani BUMOTH CHPHUSIOTH PO3BUTKY MpoTOKOmiB ynpasiaiHas SDN. V mii
pOOOTI PO3TISNAIOTECS XapaKTEPUCTHUKH MOBH P4 ska MOXe CIPOCTUTH OIHC
nporiecy oopoOku nakeTiB B komytaropi OpenFlow.

P4 - me moBa mporpamMyBaHHS, TPU3HAYEHUN AN TPOTPAMYyBaHHS MPaBUI
MapuipyTu3auii nakeTis. Bona opieHTOBaHa Ha po3pOOHUKIB, SIK1 ONMUCYIOTh PUHLHUIT
Jii KOMIUIATOPIB, CUMYJISTOPIB 1 3aiiMarOThCA HaNaroJKeHHsMm mporpam P4. Ha
BIIMIHY BiJi MOBH 3arajJlbHOro mpu3HauYeHHs, Takoro sk C abo Python, P4 - e
MPEIMETHO-OPIEHTOBAHA MOBA 3 PAJIOM KOHCTPYKIIiH, ONTUMI30BAHUX JIJISl MEPEXKEBOL
MapIIpyTH3allii.

Moga P4 3 BiAKpUTHM BUXITHUM KOJOM, IO JIIIEH3YETHCS 1 MiATPUMYBaHHIMA
HCKOMEPIIIHOIO OpraHizailiero, ska HasuBaeTbes P4 Language Consortium. Bowna
takox miaTpumyetrbes Open Networking Foundation (ONF) i Linux Foundation (LF)
- JBOMa HaWOUIBIIMMH 30HTUYHHMH OpraHi3alisiMd B TPOEKTaX 3 BIIKPUTHUM
BHUX1JIHUM KOJOM B 00JIacTI MEPEKEeBUX TeXHOJOT1i. MoBa Oyna nmpuaymana B 2013
poui i onucana B 2014 B nokymenti SIGCOMM CCR mnig Ha3zBoro «Programming
Protocol-independent Packet Processors» [1]. 3 MomeHTy cBoro crtBopeHHs P4
eKCITOHEHIIIaTbHO 3pPOCTAa€ 1 PO3BUBAETHCA, IIBHUIKO CTAIOYM CTAHAAPTOM OIHCY
nepenavl MakeTiB MEPEeKeBUMU MPUCTPOSMHU, BKIIOYAIOYM MEPEKEBl aJanTepH,
KOMyTaTopu 1 Mapupytuszatopu. «SDN mnepeTBopuB MepexeBy 1HAycTpio, a P4
BUBOIUTh SDN Ha HOBHMI piBeHb, 3a0€3Meuyloud NPOrpaMoOBaHICTL B 00dacTi
MapIIpyTu3aii», - ckazas ['ypy Ilapynkap, BukonaBuuii aupexrop Open Networking
Foundation. Ockinbkx MOBa MpH3HAu€Ha I JOJATKIB MapIIpyTH3allil, CIIHCOK
BUMOT 1 BapiaHTIB JW3aiiHy BIIMIHHHMHA TOPIBHAHO 3 MOBaMH MPOTpaMyBaHHS
3arajibHOTO Npu3HauYeHHs . OCHOBHUMH pUCaMU MOBH €:

1. HezanexwnicTh Bix nuiboBo1 peamsariii. [Iporpamu P4 po3poOasitoThes Tax,
1100 BOHM HE 3aJieXXalii BiJ] peajizallii, TOOTO BOHU MOXYTb OyTH CKOMITUTbOBaHI1 AJIst
Oe3iul PI3HUX THUIIIB BHUKOHABYMX MAIIMH, TaKUX SK MPOIECOPH 3arajbHOTO
npusHaueHHs, FPGA, cucremu Ha kpucrtani, mepexeni npouecopu 1 ASIC. L1 pi3Hi



TUTMIA MAIIMH BioMi sIK 1t P4, 1 mig KoXHY MeTy HEOOXITHWUN KOMITUIATOD IS
MEePEeTBOPEHHS BUXIIHOTO Koay P4 B monens 1uiboBoro komyrartopa. Kommuisrop
MOXe OyTH BOYJIOBaHUUM B ILIJIbOBE MPHUCTPii, 30BHIIIHE MporpamMHe 3a0e3IeUeHHs
ab0 HaBITh XMapHH cepBic. OCKUIbKU 0araTo 3 MOYATKOBUX LIeH aiis nporpam P4
BUKOPUCTOBYBAIMCS JUIsl MPOCTOI KOMYTallli MAaKeTiB, JyK€ 4acTO MOXHa MOYYTH
TepMiH «KoMyTaTtop P4», HaBITh SAKIIO BXKUBaHHS 11716 P4y HaluliTKIIIE.

2. He3zanexHicTh BiJi BUKOPUCTOBYBAHOTO MPOTOKOJY. P4 HezanexHuil Bij
npotokoniB. lle o3Havae, mo0 MoBa He Mae BOYIOBaHOI MIATPUMKHU MOIIUPEHHUX
nporokoniB, Takux sk I[P, Ethernet, TCP, VXLAN a6o MPLS. 3amicts 1poro
nporpamict P4 ommcye dhopmaTu 3arojIOBKIB 1 IMEHA MMOJIIB HEOOXITHUX TPOTOKOJIIB B
nporpami, siki B CBOIO UEpry IHTEPIPETYIOThCS 1 OOpOOISAIOTHCS KOMITIHOBAHOIO
IPOrpaMoIo 1 MIIbOBUM HPUCTPOEM.

3. PekongirypoBanicts momiB. He3amexHICTh Bif THUIy TOJIB y 3aroJOBKY
naketiB. Mojenb aOGCTpakTHOI MOBH Jomyckae pekoH@irypoBanictb. Lim P4
MOBMHHI MaTU MOXJIMBICTh 3MIHIOBAaTH OOpOOKY TAakKeTiB MICIs pPO3rOpTaHHA
cucteMu. Ll MOXKIMBICTH TPaJUIIIMHO MOB'SI3aHa 3 MAPUIPYTU3AIIEIO 32 JTOMTOMOTOI0
MPOLIECOPIB  3arajJibHOrO0 TMPU3HAYEHHA ab00 MEpEeKeBUX IMPOIECOpiB, a He
IHTErpaIbHUX CXeM 3 (PIKCOBAaHUMH (PYHKITISIMH.

[Ipouiec nmporpamyBanHs komyTtaTopy P4 300paxkeHo Ha puc. 1.
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Puc. 1. [Ipouec nporpamyBaHHs komyTaropy P4.

BupoOHukr KOMyTaTopiB HaJaloTh amapaTHy a0o TporpamMHy cepeny
peasizallii, BU3HAYaI0Th apXIiTEKTypy Ta KoMmuiarop P4 mns peanizanii meBHUX 3a7a4
Ha Komyraropi. [Iporpamict muiie mporpamy jisi KOHKPETHOI apXiTEeKTypH, sKa
BU3Hauae Hablp mnporpamMoBaHuXx P4 KOMIIOHEHTIB Ha MalllMHI, a TaKoX iX
iHTEepQeiicu 30BHINIHBOI TUIOMKMHI JaHuX. Ilicas doro komminstop renepye API,
AKUU TOTPIOEH I 3B’SI3KYy IUIOIIMHMU YIPaBISHHSA 3 IUIOUMHOI JaHuX. Ta
KOH(DIrypailito TiouMHU JaHUX SIKa peati3ye JOTIKy MEePECUIaHHs MAKETIB OMUCaHy
B nporpami P4.

Koxna nporpama P4 mictuth HaOip CTaHAAPTHUX KOMIIOHEHTIB ISl OIUCY
00pOOKH IMaKeTIB B IUIOMIMHI JaHUX



- 3aroyioBKM - 3 iX JOMOMOTOI0 BHU3HAYAIOTHCS 3aroJIOBKM MPOTOKOTY. Y
BU3HAUYCHHI 3ar0JI0BKIB 3aJal0ThCs ONMUC (hOpMaTIB MAKETIB 1 IMEHA IOJI1B 3ar0JI0BKIB
Ta (pikcoBaHi 1 3MIHHI JJO3BOJICHI MOJIA.

- Tlapcepu — 3aBmaHHs mapcepiB MOJSAra€e B pO30MBaHHI MaKeTy MO 3aJaHUM
3aroJIoBKam.

- Tabnuil - MICTITh CTaHW JJIsl TEPECHIIKHA TMAKETiB, OMHUCYIOTh OJMUHHMIO il
Match-Action.

- JIi1 - ommc Toro, SIK CIiJ MaHIMy oBaTH makeToM. Jlii ckimamaroThes 3 KOmy i
nanux. JlaHi HaOXOAATH YHpPaBIiHCHKOTO piBHA (Hampukian, |P-aapecu / HOmepu
nopTiB). [leBHI, 0€3UMKIOBI MPUMITUBU MOXYTh OyTH 3aJaHi 6e3MmocepeaHbo B Aii,
ajle KUIbKICTh KOMaHJ TMOBUHHO OyTH mependadyBaHuMm. Tomy nii HE MOXYTb
MICTUTH HISIKUX LIUKIIIB 200 YMOBHI ONEPATOPH.

- IloTik ynpaBiiHHS - BKa3ye MOPSAIOK 3acTOCyBaHHSA MOAyJiB Match-Action. e
IMIIepaTUBHA TMporpama, sika BH3HAYa€ JIOTIKY BHCOKOTO PIBHS 1 TOCIIJIOBHICTh
Match-Action. [ToTik ynpaBiiHHS MOB'sI3y€e BCi 00'€KTH, 3a1aI0UU PIBEHb YIIPABIIIHHS.

Ha nanmit MomeHT P4 3HaxoauThCA Ha TOYATKOBIM CTail IPUHHATTS, ajie BIH BXKE
JIEMOHCTPY€E TO3UTUBHY JUHAMIKY 1HTEpeCy cepei TpaBiiB puHKy. Opranizaiii, 1mo
MalOTh JOCTaTHHO BHYTPIIIHBOTO JOCBIAY JUJISi MPOrpPaMyBaHHS MEpPEXKEBUX YIITiB,
Terep MOKYTh HEPETBOPUTU CBOi KOMYTAaTOPU Ha BCe, L0 3aBrOJHO. IM Ginble He
NOTPIOHO 4YeKaTu, MOKW ixHIA moctadaibHUK ASIC mo4yHe MiATpUMYBATH HOBHIA
IPOTOKOA ab0 3MIHUTH IEBHHMM MapaMmerp, L€ MOXXHa 3pOoOUTH 3a JONOMOTOI0
BHYTPIIIHIX IHHOBAIIIM.

Bucnoexku. 1ls THYYKICTh TNOTEHLINHO TPHU3BOAUTH 0 E€KOHOMIYHOI
e(EeKTUBHOCTI, W0 JO3BOJIIE MEPEKEBUM KOMIMAHISIM KyIyBaTH amaparHi
KOMITOHEHTH 0€310CEepeIHbO Y OPUTIHAIBHUX BUPOOHHUKIB, HE BAAIOYUCH /10 TPETHOI
ctopou. [locTadaJlbHWKW dHimiB, y CBOIO 4Yepry, HE XOYyTh JOMYCTHUTH
BIIPOBA/KCHHS Ta HABITh 1HBECTYBAaTU B MIATPUMKY P4, 11100 3amuImumTucs B TpeHI.
HesBaxkaroum Ha Te, 110 HEBiOMO, 4u cTaHe P4 ramy3eBuM cTaHmIapTOM, 1HII[IATHBH
Takux KoMIaHii, sk Google, Microsoft Ta iHI111, HaGIMXKAIOTH HOTO 10 TAKOTO.
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